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Wh ] e ‘Active citizenship’
a Is a c Ive should give you a clear
understanding of how your
actions can help the community as
: e - a whole by taking initiatives and
c I I ze ns I p showing metivation, which ¢an not
only help your local community but
it can be amplified and recognized internationally.

How active citizenship can
be applied locally ?

Active citix hip can be applied by various activities which range from running campaigns to clean
particular areas within a community, such activities frequently take place in Malta during the summer, where
people from the public together with an NGO gather to clean up several beaches. Such an activity promotes
awareness regarding the improper discarding of items such as plastic bags and glass bottles and how the

tion of such ials several to b heavily polluted.

You can be part of active citizenship by introducing alternative remedies/solutions to the community, this
can be done by the use of animals for therapy. By training ex-racing horses which are at risk of being euthanized or
band d due to th not being able to perform anymore to be used for equine-assisted-therapy, in this regard
you can help local sanctuaries to provide such services so as to start up a business and help them gain the funds
ded for the y to keep running smoothly. Therefore it is up to the general public to take the initiative to
give something back to the community.

Have you ever thought about creating an exhibition? Well this is another form of active citizenship
because you are eolinitins your knowledge, creativity and resources and sharing it with the public.

How active citizen: can be applied inter (] ily?

A great example of international active citizenship is how organisations such as D/ situated in Malta,
Jordon Youth . ywo tndnnovation forum, ‘Scambieropei’ found in Italy, Media PDevelopment €entre Dialogue
situated in “ L‘ d ’l a “I«raine and Ocean Of Knowledge found in Croatia come together to bring about
Youth u -

Exchanges and Democracy Projects, training courses, carecer placements and
partnership building activities.

Such organizations promote ‘Active Citizenship’ by gathering a group of
people and give them the opportunity to take part in international projects

and this promotes diversity, integration and multiculturalism. Each

ber will be resp ible for pr ing and raising awareness
regarding scereotypes, Iaws & policies, religion, culture and
lifestyle to other countries. This will help bers to iat
and relate to one another, it is surprising how many similarities
one finds, even though they come from different
backgrounds and beliefs.

In the end it is up to you to come up with
creativities and knowledge and apply it in a way
where this is spread so that more people can
actually learn and inform themselves about such
ideas, keeping in mind that in order for active
citizenship to be legitimate one has to abide by laws
and policies and revise any ethical issues.




Travel through cultures

Natalia Vecleric

J am Croatian. At Ceast they told me so when J started Cearning
how to ligten. First words were sCowly started to sneak in my thoughts
and without even thinging about it, about history that Cies Geneath, J
started absorG this valualble songs and dances that make my heartbeat
rige in the rAythm of Croatian tradition. Accepting the tastes as my own,
like they were Croatian forever, and no one could tell me they are not, J
didn't even realized that J am Civing my culture.

Then the first travel came. Prag!

On the edge of my adulthood, for the first time J tried the food
that is not made in my country. J can remember the fear that
made me thing about the first Gite. It was the same meat
we use, the same vegetables, but the taste was
somehow different. Even dough J did not thing
about it Cike I do now, from the prism of the
gociologist, the question about gimilarities
and differences Getween the Cultures was

Gurning ingide of me. This guestion
changed my Cife. J started to travel
all over €urope. Ten different
countries gave me ten
different Cectures.
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On my trip to Jtal
J was a participant in Eragmus+
project, just Cike I am now. This was
the firgt time to stay in international :
group of people. J wasg secing a food that ‘
we normally cat in Croatia, 6ut different order,
different tagte. J have heard the wordsg from the
countries Cike Romania that J was finding culturally ‘
totally different than mine, and they were the same.

Are we all different? Or are we at Leagt sharing
the same history? Vesg! We are different. We are Learning
how to Clive our culture, and we find it exclugively ours.
But stiCl, wondering about it showed me that there are a
Cot of similarities that we refuge to see. Maybe we just
don't want to accept it, 6ut once when we do, we wiél
feel €uropean.
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The larder the EU becomes, the
more important it is for people who
live in it to realize that their Union has
been built on common values. In ifs 50
years of history the® Union . has
encouraged the spreading >
democracy, Stability, Securiy
prosperity all over the continent.

The EU has been buili on pmeiplu S

as the iree movement of goods, services, labour
and capital. In addition, another fundamental
principle is the promotion of equal rights for all
citizens before the law. However, there 1§
something as important ior the EU, that is, the
need to build a common identity which is able to
define people as members oi the same nafion.
This idea had been around ior a while and it led
fo the celebration of the motto “Unity in

How can
this unity be
achieved?

: fifficul ,gUESHON Whose

answer Ties ‘I#ihe issue ‘OINIE" culural
background since the peopléSiine nd 418
the European continent § very

difierent fo those at the )
gmesacmmly inks (hat it [gs little

néot {0 mention

pr iiseli, thus

conmhule

‘%semannn oi 7_0llle e

the . wand,, “Unity’ lzd .
comradlclormess"and anm«:’ius

of this term could imply an infentfo clobalize and
subjugate cultures. Basically, Europe ls]m.re oia
mental construct then a geographical entity, it is
an idea fhat finds ifs roofs in the “sense of
belonging”, as well as in that of “common
membership”. Nonetheless, these principles can
hardly be promoted without accepting the
important role periormed by identity, considered
as a way to deiine the human being in his/her
singularity or as a way fo dilierentiate him/her
from the others. The celebration of idenfity IS
nothing but the first step ior the construction oi the
European values which would find better fuliilment
in the collective, that IS in the cohesion among
people.
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@ 1t isin this

o smgle identities are intertwined. There is no befter
way fo destroy stereotypes than fo promofe cultural
exchange through international inifiafives where
people coming from difierent: couniries have the
possibility to come into direct contact with very
different customs, fraditions and liiestyles. The
dialogue with other culfures Inevilably causes
consequences fo arise for Qﬁe that go through such
erlences no matier how positive or negative they
: ‘ uf {6 be, they always represeni an opporfunity
to grow fhus ove Ercoming the unbridgeable barrier of

* ignorance and fear. 1t is in this interculfural- more
infernational- environment that inolerance,
fttion, indifierence and suspicion are exorcised.

“Ihe.  “Push-for-Peace”

ECI has urned out o be a
ESSilll initiative during which

. me participants have found more

Similarities than  diiierences
amongst each other. Indeed, Ii
ior @ moment we set aside the
issue of racial, culiural and
language diversity, we realize
that the other is nothing but a
periect reflection oi ourselves.

Cerainly it is not simple
10 solve the problems
which efiect the world
and maybe the triumph of
global peace and
iraternity mighi sound
like a-utopia, nonetheless
we Dbear the hope that af
least this experience has
changed us, the hope is
that each participant will
bring home awareness
and understanding when
Il comes of other
countries.




foreign
country excites the imagination,

Living in a

ignites the adventurous spirit,
and inspires you to explore ,It
can also scare you. Learning to
live in another country is more
challenging than what others
might think ,making yourself
understood in a local language,
and eating different food. You
have to learn how to do many
new things while unlearning old
that
nature,you must accept your
new home on its terms . Living

have become second

abroad successfully also involves
a subtle but important change
in your expectations of yourself
and others. More importantly,
you have to cope with it . This

article will discuss several tips in
which might be helpful.

To start with , Language Barriers
are considerd as the first and most
important problem that you might
face in a new country . Depending
on the country that you are
choosing, language can certainly put
a damper on your day-to-day
interactions with the locals. Even if
you choose to live in an English-
speaking country, your accent may
immediately identify you as a
stranger, which may further alienate
you depending on the group around
yvou The best course of action is to
start learning the language of
whatever country you intend to
travel to long-term. Learning
important phrases, such as “Where is
Might he helpful
Learn the hey phrases, learn the
local slang and you’ll be well on your

the restroom?”

way to blending in with your

surroundings.




Secondly Culture Shock; many of the things you may have taken
for granted back home may not be exactly the same way in your
new place. In order to avoid this problem you don't have to
announce to everyone you're not from around there, which may
invite unwanted attention from unsavory characters who may
think you're a tourist loaded with cash. Be smart, blend in as much

as possible and your transition will be a smoother one and less
stressful.

Last but not least loneliness could cause a huge problem , The best way to
deal with this issue is to first start developing networking skills and

conversational skills. It is easier to strike up a conversation with strangers if
you are not the shy type.

In conclusion, we can see that it is not as easy as we think when we are in
a new country. We may face some of language, transportation, or
socialization difficulties. Nevertheless, there are some manners that can
make us easier to life in another country.
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Democracy through the World

Connect the statement with the state:

cIn 25% of August it
Gecomes independent.

Women got the right to
vote in 1947.

Death penalty is
legal.

In 2072 was a referendum to
define mariage as a
community Getween man
and women in the statute.

Legalized civil union in
2076.




