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Imagine having the opportunity to choose to live in any country of middle Europe, what would you pick?
With a plethora of different and unique countries it is almost impossible to have visited and explored
the cultures of each and every one of them. This is the right place to get to know different countries of
middle Europe in a quick and fun way.

What a better way to start than to explore the traditional cuisine and drinks of various countries. First of
all, even though the Netherlands are not famous for their food, one should not miss the delicious
stroopwafles, which can easily become very addictive, the world-known edam and gouda cheese and
the bitterballs, which are a fried meat-based snack. In addition, the Dutch beer is worldly famous and
includes brands like Amstel and Heineken. Moving to Switzerland, one can only dream about the swiss
chocolate, which will provide a unique mouth-watering experience. Furthermore, Switzerland offers a
variety of traditional cheese like emmentaller and dishes with loads of cheese like racklette and fondue.
Also, Germany offers a huge variety of beers for example Kölsch and Beck’s, which can be accompanied
with a tasty traditional sausage. Moreover, one shall try the german Pretzels that can be combined with
sausage, sauces or butter. Lastly, Czech Republic is known for its beer as it has the largest beer
consumption per capita. One can absolutely not miss a Pilsner or Urquell beer and a Guláš plate, which
is stew of meat and vegetables.

Another very important aspect of a country is its culture. Firstly, the Netherlands is described by
multiculturalism and diversity while people are usually open-minded and tolerant to others. Also, in the
Netherlands countless of festivals take place especially during the summer, which combine different
styles of music and costumes. On the other hand, Switzerland’s culture is characterized by
multilingualism, order and its diversity. Swiss culture includes plenty of folk arts which combine
traditional music, song, dance, wood carving, and embroidery. Furthermore, Germany’s culture is
related to logic, reason, order and structure. In fact, one can not miss the Octoberfest which is the
largest Volksfest and people dress up traditionally. Finally, Czech Republic culture is associated with
friendliness, warmness and hospitability, while the cities offer extreme beauty with their brilliant
architecture.

What kind of natural beauty do you prefer? Everyone has their own preferences. The Netherlands is a
small flat country that offers a variety of nature, for example national parks, sea, huge beaches, beautiful
flower fields and hills. On the contrary, Switzerland is a land of mountains with astonishing views, plenty
of rivers, lakes and forests. In addition, Germany is a huge country and thus has a variety of nature
beauties. In detail, forested hills and mountains, wide plains and huge forests can be found there. Lastly,
Czech Republic offers amazing landscapes with rivers, plains, forests and mountains.

To sum up, the Netherlands, Switzerland, Germany and Czech Republic were presented to get a quick
and better understanding of their food, culture and nature. Each different country has its own strong
points which make it unique and special. What is your pick?
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We are all citizens of a country but do we really love ours ? What are the qualities and traditions we
cannot live without? We made a research asking people from different countries to tell us why they
prefer theirs. The answers mostly involved food, culture, landscapes and climate. So if you want to know
read below…

Italy
A Mediterranean country which is known for its food such as pizza and pasta. Luckily, Italians told us
more things we did not know about their local cuisine. For instance, they eat tiramisu, burrata and
pasticciotto leccese. Moreover, not only it is part of their culture to talk a lot, but also to dance.
Tarantella is a national dance that looks like you have been bitten by a spider (tarantula). Also, Italians
have great architecture like the Arena de Verona and the Amphitheatre of Lecce which are less known
than others. Additionally, Italy has beautiful landscapes because it combines lakes like Garda, Como,
Maggiore and there are also islands like Capri. As for the climate, it depends on whether you live in the
northern or in the southern part of the country. North Italy is hot during the summer period and cold
during the winter period. On the contrary, south Italy is hotter with much humidity.

Cyprus
A country which it is in the middle of the Mediterranean sea. Cypriots love to eat ofto kleftiko, halumi,
Cypriot pita and stifado. Their traditional dances are stamna, Cypriot zeibekiko and more. Cyprus is a
highly multicultural country. More specifically, there are temples and holy places both for Christians and
Muslims all around the country. To exemplify, there is a holy Christian monastery called Kykkos and a
sacred muslim place called Hala Sultan Tekke. Also, there are many places with natural beauty such as
salt lakes, mountains, plains and forests like Troodos. Unfortunately, the temperature rises extremely
high, especially during the summer.

Greece
A Mediterranean country which is a crossroad of three continents: Europe , Asia and Africa. Greek
cuisine is set to be one of the best in Europe. We have many traditional foods like moussaka, pastitsio,
suvlaki, gyros, fasolada and much more. Hospitality is one of our distinctive traces. Actually the word
«hospitality» is of Greek origin. There are hundreds of islands, famous or not. Most of them are painted
blue and white, a fact that attracts tourists from all around the globe. For example, Santorini, Mykonos,
Crete and Rhodes are some of the classic destinations. Last but not least, climate is a big advantage,
too. The weather is usually very sunny while in the same time winter is not too cold at all.

Finally, you can spot both the similarities and differences of each country around the Mediterranean. As
diverse as our countries may be, we all love our traditional foods, customs and traditions. Besides, let us
take a minute to consider what Himadri Bose once said: «I love my country, not because it is great, but
because it is my own.»
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 Voting is not a very important part of
democracy

GAME TIME

 Not voting is giving up your voice

Explore the statements and find out which are true:

 Voting is an opportunity for change

The community does not depend on you.

 Voting does not really affect your job
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